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kathy47r@comcast.net,  360-572-0682 
 
A summary of items discussed at Congregation Council meeting on Nov. 15, 2011.  The minutes 
from Council meetings are posted on the bulletin board in the church office entry when completed. A 
copy can be requested from the church office. 
 
1. The Council approved the hiring of Brian Ottenberg as OSLC Sexton.  Brian is a member of 

Bethlehem Lutheran in Marysville and has worked as custodian and groundskeeper for the 
church and preschool.  Brian will continue as custodian for Bethlehem Lutheran preschool.  He 
will do the cleaning of our sanctuary area, church offices and preschool building. 

 
2. Discussion regarding the 2012 budget was held.  George Fischer, Treasurer, led the Council 

through the proposed budget that was presented to the Finance Committee.  The Council will 
wait for a 2012 Budget recommendation from the Finance Committee to take any formal action.  
Budget forums will be held during coffee hour in January to discuss the budget with                
congregational members prior to the annual meeting. 

 
3. Brad Rambat has agreed to work with George Fischer to learn the responsibilities of the      

Treasurer and to step into that office in February.  Also interviews were held with a candidate for 
the bookkeeper’s position and it appears that the person would meet the needs of the             
congregation.  Final hiring is dependent upon receipt of background check information and      
referrals. 

 
4. Council approved the use of the facilities by the Brown Bag Brigade pending receipt of a          

description of the organization and the functions to be performed in our facilities.  This             
information is required of all not-for-profit groups using our facilities. 

 
5. Pastor Linda Larson has agreed to serve as our supply pastor through the end of February or   

until a permanent pastor is in place.  We thank her for providing continuity through this time. 
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Pastor Linda Larson has agreed to be our supply pastor for the next couple months.  During the    
Advent season, she will be bringing communion to those who are homebound.  Please let the 
church office know if you or a loved one is interested in receiving communion.   

The dates are:  Sunday, December 4th and Sunday, December 18th, immediately after worship.  If 
you are not homebound, you are welcome to accompany Pastor Larson and represent the 
“community of faith” and the “body of Christ” for those sisters and brothers who are no longer able to 
physically worship with us.  Let Pastor Larson or the church office know if you are interested. 
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Coffee for Christmas! The holidays are here, with many opportunities for getting together with family 
and friends.  Equal Exchange Coffee is perfect for all your gatherings—a welcome hostess gift, 
something for the gift exchange, a treat to tuck into a gift basket.  A bag will fit into a stocking, 
too!  Each purchase supports two ministries: Lutheran World Relief worldwide, and the Brown Bag 
Brigade locally. Our coffee is sold at OSLC just outside the church office at prices lower than any  
grocery store or coffee shop.  If you have any questions, contact Kathy Thordarson. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We carry several blends, in both ground and whole bean style: 
 
Organic Sister's Blend (one pound bags):  Full City Roast honoring women coffee farmers 
Organic Breakfast Blend: Medium and French roasts, from small farmer co-operatives 
Organic Love Buzz: Full City and French roasts from Latin America 
Organic Decaf:  Naturally decaffeinated in a Full City roast 

  '���(���������
������
 
The kids will continue to walk down the aisles shaking cans to 
raise money for the children with HIV/AIDS and malaria,           
December 4th and 18th .  Please continue to save your extra 
coins for this worthy cause.  Thank you…. 
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Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world.  
Whoever follows me will never  walk in darkness but will have 
the light of life.”   

Great Stocking Stuffers!   
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Saturday, Dec. 3rd, 2011—7:00 pm 
Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church 
615 E. Highland Drive—360-435-8921 
 

Sunday, Dec. 4th, 2011—5:00 pm 
Arlington Assembly of God 
201 N. Stillaguamish—360-435-8981 
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                          November 30—soup served at 6:00pm and Worship at 7:00pm 

     Decorate tree and sanctuary following the service.    
 

                              December 7, 14, & 21 soup served at 6:00pm, Worship at 7:00pm  
                 

          All welcome, invite your friends and others!    

"For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son 
is given: and The Government shall be  
upon His Shoulder: and His Name shall be 
called Wonderful, Counselor, The Mighty 
GOD, The Everlasting Father, The Prince of 
Peace. Of the increase of His Government 
and peace there shall be no end, upon the 
Throne of David, and upon His Kingdom, to 
order it, and to establish it with judgment 
and with justice from henceforth even for 
ever. The zeal of the LORD of Hosts will 
perform this"   
         Isaiah 9:6-7 
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Two are better than one, because they have a  
good  reward for their toil.  For if they fall, one will  
����������	�
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falls and does not have another to help.   
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The Annual Pumpkin Carving Contest was a huge success. The Lilgreen family were the grand 
prize winners with Sparky's carousel. A large pumpkin was carved to represent the top and bottom 
of a carousel and four smaller pumpkins dangled from poles. Each small pumpkin was carved with 
a horse and a concealed motor allowed the carousel to spin just like the real thing. Every year it gets 
better and better and the pumpkins are more unique. After prizes were awarded for all the other  
outstanding pumpkins we all sat down to a wonderful potluck. 
  
Thanks to everyone who contributed to the bake sale. The sum of $250.00 was raised. 
  
Our Sunday School students (Ernie Chamberlin, Daniel Ewing and Nicole Andersson) each brought 
a friend to the Trick or Canned Food Event. The kids and their chaperones (Paula Jensen and  
Crystal Chamberlin) had pizza before heading out in the church van. Paula’s 3 year old son       
Nicholas came along with the older kids who showed him how to trick or treat.   All had a great time.  
They collected for an hour and a half and were able to gather quite a bit of food. Some people 
gave out candy too so that made it twice as good! The night was finished with cookies!     
  
Our Christmas program this year is "Christmas Carols Around the World" written and produced by 
Elaine Lilgreen. Please come and enjoy our performance on Sunday, December 18th at 5:00pm and 
join us in the fellowship hall afterwards for cookies and coffee. In addition to singing, the children will 
be playing chimes - don't miss it! 
  
Reminder: there will be no Sunday School on Christmas Day and New Year's Day. 
  
Thanks to everyone who gave items for the Thanksgiving Baskets. Everything has been delivered 
and was appreciated by the families. Please check the sign-up sheets in the fellowship hall to see if 
you can help with food items for the Christmas baskets and gift items. We have 10 children ranging 
in age from 2-17 years old. One family has two children, one has three children and the other has 
five children. Please help if you are able. See Ellen Winter if you have questions. 
	

Christmas Baskets deadline Sunday, December 18th 
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Elaine Lilgreen celebrated her 80th birthday on November 10th.  Even though Elaine doesn't like 
big parties or surprises the whole Lilgreen Family got together at Chopstix restaurant in Everett to 
surprise her.  Everyone had a great time.  Happy 80th Elaine!!!  
 
Sammi Lilgreen made it on the 8th grade Volleyball team at her school.  Congratulations Sammi!   
 
242 pounds of food was collected for the Arlington Food Bank.  This included items donated by 
the congregation and items which were collected by the youth on Halloween.  Thank you to all 
who donated!!! 
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 Winter has completely set in now.  The weather is cold and it is probably going to stay that 
way for quite a while.  But we can dress warmer and cozy up to the fire at home during the dark 
months.  And look forward to spring!  With Christmas around the corner life will get busier for       
everyone.  
 We have so many art projects planned for December that are fun to do.  December is    
Christmas around the World month.  We study Hanukkah, Kwanza and of course the birth of Jesus.  
We sing lots’ of songs.  We study Polar bears and ice.  Fun science projects can be done with the 
use of ice. 
 We hope you and yours will have a wonderful Christmas holiday filled with joy and peace.  
Merry Christmas to all from the Childcare staff.    
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 Jingle Bells, An Angel Came from Heaven, Twinkle Twinkle Special Star, This Little Light of 
Mine, Go Tell it on the Mountain are sounds of Christmas music coming from our classroom as we 
practice for our upcoming Christmas Program!  I think they will be terrific.   
 
Also this month we will be preparing for the Christmas Season by:   
    *making Christmas gifts and ornaments. 
    *decorating our Christmas tree. 
    *learning about Joseph and Mary traveling to Bethlehem and how baby Jesus was born in a    
      barn, and we will be learning about the long journey that the wise men took to come to see the   
      son of God.   
 
Seeing this all through the eyes of the Children makes this truly a very wondrous time of the year!   
 

Merry Christmas to all from the Preschool Classes!   

 
 

           
 

  

3-Day Class  
2-Day Class 
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Kathy Stuehrenberg—President  
 kathy47r@comcast.net           360-572-0682 
 
Brad Rambat—Vice President         306-654-0146 
 bradrambat@yahoo.com 
 
Kathy Thordarson– Secretary     Home: 435-6810   
kthordarson@yahoo.com           Cell:  425-446-2377 
 
Jason Anderson (Member at large thru 1/2012)          
 jb_ander@hotmail.com           425-268-0612 
 
Karen Crone  (Member at Large thru 2011) 
            crone_ke@msn.com                      435-1785           
       
Mary Fox  (Member at large thru 2012)             
      mgfox@wavecable.com     360-939-2022 
         
John Billdt (Member at large thru 2013)              
                jbilldt@msn.com       425-359-8722         
 
Doris Senica (at large 2013)                      
      djsen360@comcast.net                  435-3982 
 
George Fischer Treasurer                  
      ex-officio Member of Council   
                  fischer_gp@msn.com       360-403-1562     
 
Judy Phillips   Assistant Treasurer            435-8921 
               riderscramp@yahoo.com 

  
OFFICE PERSONNEL 

 
Parish Secretary - Camille McDugald       435-8921 
 office@thelordbewithyou.org 
  

Newsletter  Email:  office@thelordbewithyou.org 
 

Music Director - Laurie Breon                    435-7411 
 breon3@comcast.net 
 

Childcare Director - Bev Curtis                  435-8922 
      childcare@thelordbewithyou.org 
 

Preschool Director - Cheryl Lovgreen       435-8921 
 

Parish Sexton - Bryan Ottenberg             435-8921 

Worship Committee—December 6 
 
Finance Committee—December 13  
 
Church Council—December 20 
 
Childcare Meeting—December 15   

� Second Sunday of Advent, December 4  
� Third Sunday of Advent, December 11 
� Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 18  
� First day of winter, December 22   
� Christmas Eve, December 24 
� Christmas Day, December 25 
� New Year’s Eve/Watch Night, December 31   

Copyright Policy—Newsletter Newsletter  
Permission for clip-art and content purchased from            
Communication Resources or through Newsletter Newsletter 
publications may be   republished or reproduced for use within 
your own church or parish. Our church may alter the images or 
content in any way it wishes. 
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Sunday  
 4 

 
Steve & Liz Moore 

Wednesday 
 7 

 
Volunteer that evening  

Sunday  
11 

Ken Casperson  
Jim Fox  

Wednesday 
14  

 
Volunteer that evening  

Sunday  
18 

 
Lilgreen Family  

Wednesday 
21  

 
Volunteer that evening  

Saturday 24  
7:00pm  

George Fischer  
Karen Crone 

Saturday 24 
11:00pm  

John & Sharon Billdt 

Sunday 25 
Christmas Day 

Ray McClure  
Harley Robb  
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There will be no Phoebe Circle this month   

because of the busy holiday schedule.  
 

     Phoebe Circle will reconvene in January 2012.  
 

Please feel free to invite a friend join us for  
fellowship, prayer and learning.  

 
The study in January will be a  

continuation of the Gospel of Mark  
 

 Words Matter Session 3: 
 The Gospel of Mark: Power and Authority 

Theme verse:  Mark 4:40 
 

You can find a copy of the study in the hallway  
in the office on the shelf or  

download the study at www.welca.org 
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A musical celebration of the Christmas story  

 
Featuring the Trinity Choral Music Ensembles 

 
Friday, December 2 at 7pm 
First Presbyterian Church 

2936 Rockefeller Avenue, Everett, WA  98201 
 

Sunday, December 4 at 3pm 
Trinity Lutheran Church 

6215 196th Street SW, Lynwood, WA 98036 
To learn more, visit www.TLC.edu. 
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  8     Bob & Sherry Zerbel 
11 Jeramie & Julie Strittmatter   
16 Lowell & Kathy Stuehrenberg   
20 Byron & Lynette Scott   
23 Warren Hopkins & Devon McColley-Hopkins   
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   23 Cheri Simmons 
   25 Frank Gonzales, Jr. 
   31 Robert Peiffle 
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10   Debbie Briggs 
11 Andy Lien 
12 Jessica Billdt 
13 Ashley DeWard 
16 Rita Vierling 
19   Karen Highum  
21 Edith Palo 
22   Ronica Davenport 
26 Amy Billdt 
27   Holden Erken 
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     Leona Bohannon, Craig, Dawn, and Maddie Cahoon  
         Steve Entzel, Frank Gonzales, Julia Lien,  
       Marv Lovgreen, June Peterson, Lloyd Phillips,   
                                 those serving in uniform  

 
        Donna Larson & Family as they mourn the death  
             of their husband and father, Mike Larson  
           

         Church Leaders and staff Call Committee 
                    Childcare staff and children   
                                           Families struggling with sickness, and life issues    
                                        Forgiveness 
               Grow old gracefully 
                              Guidance and Wisdom  
                         Strength and Safety  
           Sick and aging parents 
                  Local & State Government 
                                                        Men and Women in uniform  
                                                                    Winter travel  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Lord, please hear our  
prayers 
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And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped  him in bands of cloth, and 
laid him in a manger, because there was no place fo r them in 
the inn. Luke 2:7 NRSV 
 
 As you read the Biblical passage that leads into this column I ask you to         
remember that this is the season of Advent, which is the season of preparation. The 
fact that there was no room in the inn is well known to us. We quickly create              
romanticized pictures of a clean and peaceful stable. The fact is that Mary and Joseph 

were homeless when Jesus was born. 
 I write this coming from the annual meeting of the denominational executives and the            
Governor’s office in Olympia. The news on the economic front for this state is sobering. There will be 
more significant cuts in state spending. I am well aware that this synod has members on all sides of the 
political divides. I am not proposing a solution to the state budget woes. 
 I am looking at the reality that the cuts in services will impact many of the people who are       
already coming to your congregation for help. We should use this Advent to prepare for those who will 
be coming. This could be the homeless, the hungry or those who cannot afford health care. They will 
be coming and we have a long history of helping in a variety of ways. 
 Now is the time for congregations and ecumenical associations to begin the discussions on how 
the people of God will respond to our neighbors in need.   
 Each community is different and one size does not fit all. The fact is that we are called to feed 
the hungry, clothe the naked and visit those imprisoned, even those imprisoned in their own bodies due 
to poor health. 
 The coming years will be difficult and we can argue about how we got here and how best to fix 
the problem. The fact is that those most affected by this situation will be coming to us. We are the 
keepers of the inn. Do we have room? 
  
 The annual Synod Office Advent Open  
House will be held from 1 to 5 p.m. on Thursday, Dec. 8, at the synod office. 
May the Birth of Him 
Who Was Born in a 
Manger Bring You 
Blessings of Joy, Peace 
Love and Hope in the 
New Year and Always. Bishop Chris Boerger and Staff 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

   
 

 1 
 
4p Brown Bag     
       Brigade 
5p Choir Practice 
6p  Basketball 
 

2 
 

3 
 
 
8a   
Basketball 40+ 
7pm  
Christmas Choir 
Concert 

4 2 Advent  
   Noisy Can   
   Collection 
 
9a Education for    
     all ages  
1030a Worship 
1130a Coffee  
5p Arlington  
Assembly of God 
Choir Concert & 
Dessert Social 

5 
 
9a Mission Circle  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7p Boy Scout 92 

6 
 
9a Mission Circle 
 
 
 
 
6pm Worship  
         Committee 
7p NA 
7p Cold Weather  
  Shelter  below 32��  

7 Church Office    
          Closed  
 
9:30a Childcare  
           Chapel 
6p Soup Supper  
7p Worship  
 
7p Cold Weather  
     Shelter  below 32��  

8 
 
 
 
4p Brown Bag    
     Brigade  
 
7p Preschool 
Christmas Program  
No Choir Practice  
6p Basket Ball  

9 
 

10 
8a   
Basketball 40+ 
 

11  3 Advent 
 
9a Education for  
     all ages 
1030a Worship 
1130a Coffee 

12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7p Boy Scout 92    
 

13 
 
 
 
 
 
7p Finance Mtg.  
7p NA 
7p Cold Weather  
Shelter  below 32��  

14 Church Office    
          Closed  
9:30a Childcare  
          Chapel 
 
6p Soup Supper  
7p Worship 
 
7p Cold Weather   
Shelter below 32��  

15 
Newsletter  
      Deadline  
 
4p Brown Bag  
     Brigade 
5p  Choir Practice  
6p  Basketball 
7p Childcare     
   Committee Mtg.      

16 
 
 

17 
8a   
Basketball 40+ 
 
2p  
Scrapbooking 

18   4 Advent  
   Noisy Can   
   Collection 
Quilt Raffle  
    Drawing  
9a Education for  
     all ages 
10:30a Worship  
11:30a Coffee 
5p SS School    
  Program  
Christmas  
Baskets  Deadline 

19 
 
No School 
 
 
 
 
 
7p Boy Scout 92 
 

20 
 
No School 
 
 
 
 
 
7p Council Mtg.  
7p NA 
 
7p Cold Weather  
Shelter  below 32��  

21 Church Office    
          Closed  
  No School 
 
 
930a Childcare      
          Chapel 
 
 
6p Soup Supper  
7p Worship 
7p Cold Weather     
Shelter below 32�  

22 
      
No School 
 
 
 
 
No Brown Bag  
5p  Choir Practice  
6p  Basketball 

23 
 
No School 
 
 
 
 
No Brown Bag  

24 
Christmas Eve  
 
8a   
Basketball 40+ 
 
Christmas Eve 
Services  
7pm & 11pm 

25 Christmas      
          Day  
 
 
       
No Sunday       
  School  
10:30a Worship   
11:30a Coffee/
Fellowship   

26 
 
Church, Childcare 
& Preschool 
Closed  
 
7p Boy Scout 92 

27 
 
No School 
 
 
 
7p NA 
7p Cold Weather  
Shelter  below 32��  

28 Church Office    
          Closed  
No School 
 
930 Childcare Chapel 
 
 
7p Cold Weather  
Shelter below 32�  

29 
 
No School 
 
No Brown Bag     
Brigade 
 
5p  Choir Practice  
6p  Basketball 

30  
 
No School 
 
No Brown Bag  
Brigade 

31 
New Year’s Eve  
8a   
Basketball 40+ 
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