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Dear Sisters and Brothers, 
 
After the Call Committee’s hard work of searching and interviewing and your constant prayers for the committee 
and the call process, it is with great joy and anticipation that I announce the selection of the Candidate of Choice 
to you, the members of Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church. 
 
The candidate and his family will be introduced to the Congregation at a Coffee Hour on Saturday morning,   
February 4, 2012 at 10:00 AM in the Fellowship Hall.  He will lead us in an opening devotion and then you will 
have an opportunity to greet him and his family. Please plan to attend as we are eager for you to meet him      
before the congregational vote. 
 
At 12:00 PM on the following Sunday, February 12, 2012, the Church Council will convene a Special             
Congregation Meeting in order to vote on whether to call the candidate as our new Pastor.  According to our  
constitution and the requirements of the ELCA, a two-thirds majority of the voting members, present and voting, 
is required to make a Call.  A second vote will be taken to establish the compensation package which has been 
proposed by the Church Council and Treasurer.  This vote requires a simple majority.  As is the case in all votes 
of this congregation, absentee ballots are not permitted according to our constitution.  A Bishop’s representative 
will attend this meeting to observe the proceedings and formal vote. 
 
A brunch will be served following the Special Congregation Meeting. 
 
Please join us on these two important dates: 
February   4, 2012  10:00 AM to meet the candidate and 
February 12, 2012  12:00 PM to vote on his Call to Church as our new Pastor. 
 
Your fellow servant, 
Kathy Stuehrenberg, Congregation President 
 
The above letter has been mailed to all Voting Members of Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church, Arlington following 
the Call Committee announcement in service Sunday, January 29, 2012.  If you did not receive a copy of this  
letter, please contact the church office and leave your name and phone number.  We will research to see if an 
error was made and contact you. 
 
The Constitution and By-laws of Our Saviour’s Luthe ran Church defines a voting member as follows: 
 
C8.02. c Voting members are confirmed members.  Such confirm ed members, during the current (2012) 
or preceding calendar year (2011), shall have commu ned in this congregation and shall have made a      
contribution of record to this congregation.  Membe rs of this congregation who have satisfied these 
basic standards shall have the privilege of voice a nd vote at every regular and special meeting of the  
congregation. 
 
Confirmed members are persons who have been confirm ed in this congregation, those who have been 
received by adult baptism or by transfer as confirm ed members from other Lutheran congregations, or 
baptized persons received by affirmation of faith. 
 
If you wish to vote at the meeting on February 12, 2012 and have not met these criteria in either 2011 or 2012, 
please do so before February 12th. 
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A summary of items discussed at Congregation Council meeting on January 24, 2012.  The minutes 
from Council meetings are posted on the bulletin board in the church office entry when completed. A 
copy can be requested from the church office. 
 
��� Council received the Candidate of Choice recommendation from the Call Committee and joined 

the Call Committee in their meeting to discuss the candidate and next steps in the Call process.�
��� Financial Report for 2011 was presented and explained by Treasurer George Fischer.  Our   

congregation ended the year with a positive net income and all monies borrowed from the      
restricted accounts to cover payroll have been repaid.  We have not paid a full-time pastor for 3 
months and that has helped to bring us to a positive net income for the year.�

��� Finance Committee brought a recommendation that the Bulk Mailing Permit not be renewed as 
we do not have enough pieces in any mailing to meet minimums for Bulk Mailing.  A motion to 
not renew the Bulk Mailing Permit was approved.�

��� The Proposed Budget for 2012 was reviewed and a motion to recommend the budget to the   
congregation at the Annual Congregational Meeting, January 29, 2012 was approved.�

��� Council reviewed the Budget Forums that were held as well as the response to the Step          
Forward in Faith campaign.  Kathy reported that 16 pledges had been received in the Budget  
Forums with 13 of those indicating intent to increase monthly giving by 20%.  We will continue to 
discuss the campaign with the congregation to reach more people with the message that we 
Step out in Faith in 2012, in our stewardship of time, talents and money.�

��� Election of Council Member at Large will be held January 29, 2012 and potential candidates 
were put  forward.�

	�� Council approved the distribution of funds that will be received at the Easter Breakfast this year.       
Those funds will be divided equally between the Arlington Food Bank and Lutherwood Camp.�


�� A personnel policy regarding timesheets was approved to insure that accurate time information 
was available to the bookkeeper prior to pay date and to insure appropriate documentation for 
Labor and Industry.  The policy states: All non-exempt employees will be required to submit a 
signed timesheet indicating hours worked in the preceding pay period 3 working days before pay 
day. A non-exempt is any employee salaried or hourly who works in a non-supervisory position.  
This will be in effect immediately.  If a timesheet is not received, a pay check will not be produced 
for that pay period.�

��� The following membership changes were made:�
 a. Removal by death�
                      i.  Leona Bohannon 
                     Ii.  Shirley Thompson 
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1)   Annual report for 2011 were distributed and discussed. 
2)   Election of Council Members-at-Large and other representatives was held.  The following 

slate was elected by unanimous voice vote: 
a.  Council Member at Large 

   i.  Alvin Forar 
                                ii.  Mary Fox 
                               iii.  Andy Lien 
                               iv.  Kathy Kjargaard 
                               v.   Dianne Engelsen 

b.   Synod Assembly Representative 
                                i.   Dawn Cahoon 
                               ii.   Position open  (After meeting, Brad Rambat agreed to attend and will be  
                                     appointed at next Council meeting) 

c.   Synod Assembly Representative Alternate 
                               i.   Sally Shinstrom  

d.   Josephine Home Representative 
                               i.   Dee Ottem 

e.   Lutherwood Representative 
                               i.   Brad Rambat 
                              ii.   Lowell Stuehrenberg 

f.    Nominating Committee 
                                i.   Brad Rambat 
                               ii.   George Fischer 
                              iii.   Margit Peiffle  
                              iv.   Don Peterson 
                               v.   Diane Magnusson 
                              vi.   Lynette Scott  

3) 2012 Budgets for the church, child care and preschool were approved as presented.            
Discussion was held on the need for an increased level of giving as the budget of $164,152 is 
an increase of about 12% over 2011 and does not provide for any maintenance on our     
buildings and property.  The intent of the Step Forward in Faith  campaign in which we are 
asking all to consider an increase of 20% is to provide funds to begin some of these      
maintenance projects.  With the call of a pastor, it is imperative that we Step Forward in Faith 
to provide the necessary funds to carry out our ministry in 2012. 
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How do you prepare for your times of worship?  
What fills your mind the night before? 
Often the last thing you put into your mind at 
night is still on your mind the next morning. 
Genuine worship requires spiritual preparation. 
Your experiences of worship reflect your    
spiritual preparation. Prepare yourself now for 
your next encounter with God. 
 
- Experiencing God Day by Day  
by Henry and Richard Blackaby 

,�%�����%���������
Give up complaining — focus on gratitude.  
Give up harsh judgments — think kind 
thoughts.  
Give up worry — trust God to provide.  
Give up discouragement — be full of hope.  
Give up bitterness — turn to forgiveness.  
Give up hatred — return good for evil.  
Give up anger — be more patient.  
Give up pettiness — become mature.  
Give up jealousy — pray for trust.  
Give up gossiping — control your tongue.  
Give up sin — turn to virtue.  
Give up giving up — persevere.  
—Author unknown  
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Glory be to God, His servant our Lord and savior Jesus Christ, and to the ever-present and  

indwelling Holy Spirit in all of us! 
I must say that participating on the call team has been one of the most rewarding experiences I 

have had in working as part of a team.  Each and every one of us has our own unique gift which    
added to the whole and brought forth something as a whole that was greater than the sum of its parts.  
The effort was not without stress or difficulty and sometimes not seeing eye-to-eye, but the goal of 
finding a good fit in a pastor drove us on.  There were times when we had to remind one another to 
rely on our faith and the guidance of the Holy Spirit and that things, ultimately, are in God’s hands.  
God has His timing for everything and waiting it out in faith was sometimes the hardest part. 

As this process draws to a close, I would like to remind the congregation to take from us what 
we have learned:  Working as a team gets things done.  Working as a team draws us closer to one 
another.  Working as a team invites the Holy Spirit as an ever-present guiding force. Working as a 
team creates an energy of its own that is self- sustaining, without which the job would be too big and 
overwhelming.  Working as a team keeps the goals true to what is good for the whole body of Christ 
and true to our mission as a community of faith in Arlington.   

In conclusion, I pray that the call team will continue to serve Our Saviour’s in the months ahead 
and that we become an example of serving the community as part of the body of Christ, and offer an 
inspiration to others to step up and do the same.  What goals do you envision as part of the mission of 
Our Saviour’s?  How could you be a part of a team to help move toward completion of this goal?  As 
always, the work of this community of faith is an ongoing and ever-changing process, inviting you to 
be guided by the inner promptings of the Holy Spirit within to serve as best you can.  So let us       
continue to be there for each other, to learn from one another, and to have faith in working together to 
get things done.  Thanks be to God! 
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Back Row:  Howard Knoepfle, Ray McClure, and Jerry Magelssen  
Left to Right:  Dawn Cahoon, Sharon Billdt, Sue Andersson,  

Ellen Winter and Liz Moore 
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    Submitted by Jerry & Joyce Magelssen  

     Sun Luna was our guest at our January 22nd   
service.  She is shown demonstrating the “Happy 
New Year” gesture that is exchanged during the 
celebration of Chinese New Year.   
She demonstrated this to us when she was             
introduced to our congregation.  When it was 
time to pass the peace many of our members 
used this gesture to pass the peace to Luna. This 
was her first participation in a Christian Church 
service.  Luna, an English teacher from Beijing 
China, has accompanied 15 students for a 2 
week home stay in Arlington.  She is being    
hosted by Jerry and Magelssen.�	
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For Daily Updates call 360-403-4674  

Due to the weather we have limited 
hours!  We will be open regular hours 
again as soon as the weather permits!   
 
Yikes, the sky fell this week!!! 
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Shirley was born April 19, 1928 in Monroe, WA. She lived in Monroe, Sedro 
Woolley, and Everett before moving to Arlington where she met and married 
Chester D. Thompson on July 12, 1947. They celebrated 64 years of      
marriage. Together they raised four children. 
  
Shirley was a member of Our Saviors’ Lutheran Church where she sang in 
the choir for years. She was active in several service organizations           
����������	 
���
��	 ������	 ����������	 ��	 ���	 ��������	 ������������	 ���	
American Legion Auxiliary, the Daughters of Norway and the March of 
Dimes. She was also a member of the “gallon club” many times over for her 
donations of blood.  
 

Shirley worked alongside her husband as bookkeeper and secretary for their business Thompson 
Brothers Auto Freight. She also worked as a secretary for Garrett Freightlines.  
 
Shirley enjoyed traveling, knitting, needlework, and spending time with friends and family. Each 
member of her family has been the recipient of a special handmade keepsake that will be treasured. 
All will miss her pickles, clam dip, Swedish Pancakes and other special foods that only she could 
make.  
 
Shirley died on January 9, 2012. She was preceded in death by her husband Chet, who passed 
away last August, her parents, Vaughn Henkle and Gladys Slaught, and sister Ilene Wright. 
 
Shirley is survived by her children: Randall Thompson (Jamie), Dennis Thompson (Dolores),     
������	  ���!�	 �����"��	 ���	#����	$�%����	&'	 ����������� ��	 - Derrick, Kelsey, Amber, Holly, Britt, 
Garrett, Elizabeth, Reidar, Kendra and Celine, 12 great grandchildren, and four nieces and       
nephews.  
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� On Thursday Feb. 9th from 6:00 p.m. until 
8:00 p.m. is our 1st Aid, CPR and Bloodborne 
Pathogen class in the gymnasium.  The cost is 
$25.00 cash or check payable to Dennis    
Graver.  If anyone wishes to attend this         
refresher course, please let the childcare office 
know by Monday Feb. 6th so the instructor will 
have a correct attendance count.  Thank you. 
 We hope all our church family had a       
wonderful holiday filled with love, joy and 
peace.  It is nice to have it behind with a new 
year beginning.  We hope and pray that 2012 
will be a good year for everyone.   
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     There are some rescheduling for 
our classroom’s calendar this month due to the 
entire week of school closures in January – 
Lots of snow snow snow!   
     It was absolutely beautiful though and what 
a fun time for the preschool families to hopefully 
be able to stay home and play with their        
children in it!   
     February brings us to a time of being able to 
encourage the children to think of caring for   
others.  What better time to do so then with a 
Valentine’s Day party.  Giving to one another – 
the students get so excited to exchange        
valentines.   
     We also begin the season of Lent and our   
3-day class will be baking soft pretzels to     
represent praying hands.   
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Kathy Stuehrenberg—President      360-572-0682 
                  kathy47r@comcast.net            
 
Kathy Thordarson—Secretary                435-6810 
               kthordarson@yahoo.com            
                          
John Billdt                 425-359-8722         
                         jbilldt@msn.com       
  
Doris Senica             435-3982              
                    djsen360@comcast.net                  
      
Mary Fox        360-939-2022 
            mgfox@wavecable.com    
 
Alvin Forar                                 alforar@gmail.com 
 
Andy Lien      andylien47@aol.com 
 
Kathy Kjargaard         niels.kjargaard@frontier.com 
 
Dianne Engelsen               engelsen@premier1.net 
 
Brad Rambat—Treasurer                 306-654-0146 
                     bradrambat@yahoo.com 
 
Judy Phillips— Assistant Treasurer             
                     riderscramp@yahoo.com 
 

 OFFICE PERSONNEL 
 
Parish Secretary - Camille McDugald       435-8921 
    office@thelordbewithyou.org 
  

Newsletter  Email:  office@thelordbewithyou.org 
 

Music Director - Laurie Breon                    435-7411 
     breon3@comcast.net 
 

Childcare Director - Bev Curtis                  435-8922 
               childcare@thelordbewithyou.org 
 

Preschool Director - Cheryl Lovgreen       435-8921 
 

Parish Sexton - Bryan Ottenberg             435-8921 

Copyright Policy—Newsletter Newsletter  
Permission for clip-art and content purchased from            
Communication Resources or through Newsletter Newsletter 
publications may be   republished or reproduced for use within 
your own church or parish. Our church may alter the images or 
content in any way it wishes. 

Coffee Hour to meet pastoral candidate—Feb 4   
Worship Committee—February 7   
Special Congregation Meeting—February 12 
Finance Committee—February 14   
Childcare Meeting—February 16  
Church Council—February 21  

• African-American History Month  
• Boy Scout Sunday, February 5, 2012  
• Valentine’s Day, February 14, 2012  
• Transfiguration of Our Lord, February 19, 2012  
• Presidents Day, February 20, 2012  
• Ash Wednesday, February 22, 2012  
• First Sunday in Lent, February 26, 2012  

�� @�
�����
�$�����
���������	
�	� 	

February 5 George Fischer  
Karen Crone 

February 12  Ray McClure 
Harley Robb  

February 19  Ken & Arlene Casperson 

February 26  John & Sharon Billdt  

Parking—To make our           
congregation more visible to the     
community, the Council request 
that all, who are able, park in 
the front center parking ar-
ea.  The cars are then seen from 
the street.  Cars indicate activity 

and activity means people meeting people. 
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Happy Birthday  
  2 Lincoln Crone  
  3 Jay Jodock 
  3      Bob Shinstrom 
  5 Gay Engelsen  
  8  Sharon Billdt 
10 Jenna Villa 
14 Jill Kjargaard 
14 Jeramie Strittmatter 
18 Megan Stanavitch 
19 Lynda Thomas  
23 Lynne Baylor 
25 Eileen Oakes 
26 Sue Andersson 
28       Margit Pederson 
 
Wedding Anniversary  
 3 Erland and Geri Elefson  
 
 
  
 
 
 

Baptismal Anniversary  
  9 Nick Longosky 
14 Jaiden Ryder Davenport 
14 Deborah Dempsey 
14 Kara Ann-Augusta Kamppi 
14 Kyle Robert Harmon Kamppi 
14 Brenna Caitlin Kamppi 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

� If we missed your birthday, wedding or 
baptismal date please call the church office at  
360-435-8921 so we can add your special day.   

Thank you.    

� � ������������#����%�� $$$���
�

           Marge Chamberlin, Frank Gonzales, Dennis Heaton,  
         Lillian Heintz, Julia Lien, Marv Lovgreen, Lloyd Phillips,    
                             those serving in uniform   
 
                      Prayers of comfort for the family of  
                       Shirley Thompson upon her death  

 
                   

         Call Committee 
                     Church Leaders and staff  
                    Childcare staff and children                                                   
          Forgiveness 

       Hardened Hearts  
               Grow old gracefully 
                              Guidance and Wisdom  
                         Strength and Safety  
           Sick and aging parents 
                  Local & State Government 
                                                        Men and Women in uniform  
                                                        Winter travel & Snow storms  

Families struggling with sickness, and life issues    
Spiritual, physical and emotional healing 
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Thank you. I do not say that often 
enough in this epistle.   
   Thank you for the discipleship 
that is being lived out daily in the 
places where you live, work and 
play.  Thank you for hearing the 
call of the Holy Spirit to follow     

Jesus in lives of service and compassion. Thank 
you for sharing your faith in word and in action. 
Thank you for living out the various vocations that 
you have in family, work and relationships. 
    We are recognizing again that our life in Christ 
is not just about “going to church”. It never was, 
but our over simplified culture has a times tried to 
limit our understanding of “living in the faith” as 
about being members of an institution called 
church. We know from Luther’s Small Catechism 
that our life in Christ is about our whole life. 
     Stewardship is about my whole life. It is about 
what I do and what I do not do. It is about how we 
live. It is about how I share my financial blessings. 
We tend to want to move to time and talents and 
to let treasure be at the bottom of our emphasis. 
But it is right to correct me when I overemphasize 
our financial stewardship with the reminder that 
what I do and how I live is also part of my      
stewardship. 
     As I go around the Synod I am continually    
impressed with the many a various ways that our 
members and congregations are in ministry to the 
neighbor. The schools and preschools of our    
synod are affecting young lives in important ways. 
The youth activities are building the leaders for 
the church today.  The senior groups, with         
creative names, are providing unique and exciting 
ministry with and by the older members of our 
congregations. 
     All this is to say that God is at work through the 
discipleship of our members in the Northwest 
Washington Synod. For that I give thanks to God 
and to all of you. I will continue to say that we live 
in the mission field. That field is frankly growing to 
include the rest of this country but we are in   
leading edge of that field. The many and various 
ways in which you are responding to that reality is 
exciting and a source of hope in our world.       
    Thanks be to God and thank you. 
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(  January Cold Weather Shelters:  
    Trinity in Lynnwood hosted 155 people over six 
�������	)���	#�������	��	)���	������	&*'	+��+��  
(including Pastor Jane Prestbye) over seven nights, 
Faith in Bellingham hosted 70 people 
over three nights, and Our Saviour’s in Arlington 
hosted six people over two nights.   
    Because of the cold, University in Seattle let the 
women who use the shelter during to also stay the 
night on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday.  
 

( Where did Quilts and Kits to Lutheran World    
   Relief go in 2011? To 26 countries around the 
world. Thanks to the compassion and generosity of 
���,���	 %�	 %���	 �,��	 ��	 ����-	 *..�/01	 2������	
&11�34/	������	!����	*&&�/1*	+�������	����	!����	/41&'	
,�,"	����	!����	���	4&�4*3	��,���	!����  
 

(  In December members at Our Savior’s in 
Everett donated enough food to fill more than 100 
baskets and they wrapped almost 400 presents for 
those in need in their community. 
 

( In Kirkland, members at Holy Spirit packed 62    
baskets of food for their Thanksgiving Food Baskets 
for Kirkland Interfaith Transitions in  Housing.       
Members were not done. They also collected $2812 
which allowed additional purchases to be made for the 
food baskets. And, Thrivent matched their efforts with 
$800. 
 

(  Members at First in Mount Vernon donated more 
than 1,300 lbs for the charity Neighbors in Need. 
 

The Spirit, a publication of the Northwest 
Washington Synod of the Evangelical      
Lutheran Church in America (ELCA), is   
intended for members, leaders, and clergy 
of synod congregations and organizations. 
Congregations are encouraged to copy  
The Spirit and include it in their own   
newsletters. The Spirit can be downloaded 
from the Synod website. 
 

Northwest Washington Synod, ELCA 
5519 Phinney Ave North 
Seattle, WA 98103-5829 
Telephone: 206-783-9292 
Toll Free: 1-800-244-6997 
Fax: 206-783-9833 
Email: office@lutheransnw.org 
Telephone: 206-783-9292 
Website: www.lutheransnw.org 
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   1 Office closed  
9:30a Childcare   
          Chapel  
 

2 Groundhog Day  
 
4p Brown Bag 
5p Choir  
5:30p Phoebe    
          Circle 
Pizza & Prayer at  
Pizza Factory in  
Arlington  
6p Basketball 

3 
 
 

4 
8a  Basketball 
       40+ 
 
10a Coffee hour to    
      meet and greet    
      the Candidate  

5 
9a Education for all  
     Ages 
10:30a Worship 
11:30a  Coffee/   
              Fellowship 
 

6 
 
 
 
 
7p Boy Scout 92 
 

7 
 
6p Worship  
      Committee  
7p NA 
7p Cold  
     Weather    
      Shelter? 

8 Office closed  
9:30a Childcare    
          Chapel  
            
 
7p Cold Weather    
      Shelter? 

9 
 
 
 
4p Brown Bag  
5p Choir  
6p Basketball 

10 
 
 

11 
8a  Basketball 
       40+ 
 

12  Noisy Can  
9a Education for all  
     Ages 
10:30a Worship 
11:30a  Coffee/   
              Fellowship 
12p Special  
Congregation Mtg.     
 

13 
9a Mission Circle 
 
 
 
7p Boy Scout 92    

14 Valentine’s    
         Day 
9a Mission Circle  
7p Finance  
     Committee  
7p NA 
7p Cold Weather    
      Shelter? 

15 Office closed  
9:30a Childcare  
          Chapel  
 
 
 
7p Cold Weather    
      Shelter? 

16 Newsletter  
      Deadline 
 
4 p Brown Bag   
5p  Choir  
6p  Basketball 
7p Childcare Mtg.  

17 
 
 

18 
8a  Basketball 
       40+ 

19 
9a Education for all  
     Ages 
10:30a Worship 
11:30a  Coffee/   
              Fellowship 

20 President’s    
     Day Observed  
Church Office,   
Preschool &  
Childcare Closed 
 
7p Boy Scout 92 

21 
 
 
 
7p Council Mtg.  
7 p NA 
7p Cold Weather    
      Shelter? 

22 Office closed  
Ash Wednesday  
9:30a Childcare  
          Chapel  
6p Soup Supper 
7p Worship  
7p Cold Weather    
      Shelter? 

23 
 
 
 
4 p Brown Bag   
5p  Choir  
6p  Basketball 

24 
 
 
 

25 
8a  Basketball 
       40+ 
 
 

26   Noisy Can  
9a Education for all  
     Ages 
10:30a Worship 
11:30a  Coffee/   
              Fellowship 
2p Boy Scout 
Troop 92  
     Red & Green  
     Ceremony       
      Dinner  

27 
 
 
 
 
 
7p Boy Scout 92 

28 
 
 
 
 
7 p NA 
7p Cold Weather    
      Shelter? 

29 Office closed  
9:30a Childcare  
          Chapel  
 
6p Soup Supper  
7p Worship  
7p Cold Weather    
      Shelter? 

1 MARCH 
 
 
 
4 p Brown Bag   
5p  Choir  
6p  Basketball 

2 MARCH 
 
 

3 MARCH 
 
8a  Basketball 
       40+ 

  2������������������� �
 
 The kids will continue to walk down the aisles shaking cans to 
raise money for the children with HIV/AIDS and malaria,               
February 12 & 26.  Please continue to save your extra coins for this 
worthy cause.  Thank you…. 
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