
Pastoral Reflections…  
 

Transition 
 

 A transition is literally ―a movement across.‖ Both of those primary words are important to understanding 
this word, and understanding this word may help us understand our current situation. 
 We are moving! Actually, we are always moving, always in transition. Paul reminded his readers that we 
are always being transformed by the Holy Spirit through the death and resurrection of Jesus. Another way to say 
that would be that we are always becoming, and Paul again speaks of it as continually becoming more like Christ 
in his death, in order to be becoming like him in his resurrection. Luther, of course, picked up on all of this and 
talked about it in terms of our daily return to our baptism into the death and resurrection of Jesus. For Christians, 
transition is a constant state of being. 
 By the end of August, the Call Committee will have completed initial interviews with the pastors whose 
names they received and will have made a decision about whether to have further conversations with any of those 
they interviewed. Should that be the case, we will be rapidly approaching the time when you will be called         
together to vote on the call of a pastor to serve with you for the next several years. As you can see, we are      
coming to the close of this call process. Get ready to celebrate. 
 It may be that some of you are thinking that the end of the call process will signal the end of transition, the 
end of constant change. However, as has been the case with every major transition event in your own life, the 
completion of the call process will simply signal a transition to a different set of changes, a different focus. For the 
past few years, we have had a primary focus on celebrating and grieving our past in order not to be driven in our 
choices by reactions to what has been. We have talked about hopes and fears, so that they do not loom larger 
than they should, and we have looked at who we are and how we understand our call to serve the world. 
 While we have been doing all that work, we have also been engaged in that serving, in ways that are long 
familiar, and in ways that are fairly new. We have engaged our community while we have worked to understand it 
and ourselves. While we get to know our new pastor (and vice verse) we will also be about a path of discovery 
about particular ways of using the awareness we have discovered, as well as the awareness we will continue to 
discover. We will be about inviting others into this community of the coming forth of God’s reign for the world, and 
inviting them into the service that arises from our growing awareness of the good news of God’s reign. 
 As we discover, and invite, and welcome, and engage, we will change. That is good news. We will be in 
the midst of the becoming that is Christian discipleship. We will see things differently, do things differently, think 
differently, believe differently, worship differently, engage in fellowship differently, give differently, and so on, 
through every aspect of our lives and of our life together. The more we are engaged in study, worship, prayer,  
fellowship, and service, the more we are changing, and the less things look the same. The more we work to keep 
things the same, the less we are engaged in discipleship, in being Christian. 
 Transition is truly a key word for describing our life in Christ, our life as disciples, as Christians. We have at 
times thought of all of that as static, as preserving a particular shape or view or pattern, in order to keep from 
straying from a path that would get us to God. Jesus never invited his disciples to follow a path to get to him. He 
invites his disciples to walk a path with him, a path to death, and through dying to all our hopes and schemes, to 
life, to serving the world as God serves the world. 
 ―Where are we headed today, Lord?‖ ―Today, pick up your cross and come with me to be crucified and to 
be raised for the life of the world.‖ That, you see, is the dialogue between disciple and master on every day. It is 
always the same, and it is always different, because the path of the cross always leads us to new ways of      
bringing life to the world, to those who do not know the cross or resurrection. The cross is the only constant for us: 
―I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and him crucified.‖ (I Cor. 2:2) Everything else is   
constantly transition! So you see, the transition is not coming to an end, it is just beginning, as it is always just  
beginning. 
 
Ite! Misse Est! 
Paul 
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Council Corner 
Submitted by Kathy Stuehrenberg, Council President 
 
     New officers for the congregation have assumed office.  These officers were elected by the 
Church Council per the constitutional change approved at the January 2011 congregational meeting.  
Officers are:     
 

President – Kathy Stuehrenberg 
Vice President – Brad Rambat 

Secretary – Kathy Thordarson 
Treasurer – George Fischer 

 
     The Church Council has also established, by continuing resolution, the positions of Assistant 
Treasurer and Assistant Financial Secretary to perform the duties of the treasurer or financial        
secretary when the Treasurer or Financial Secretary is not available.  Judy Phillips has been          
appointed to the position of Assistant Treasurer by the Council.  We appreciate the work she has 
done while George has been on vacation. 
 
     The Council approved the use of undesignated memorial funds to purchase an additional wireless 
handheld microphone, another microphone like the one pastor wears and four wireless hearing      
assistance packs.  These packs are available for use for those who have problems hearing in the 
sanctuary.  Leona Bohannon has used one for the last two Sundays and says it is the first time in 
several months that she has heard the entire service.  We want to thank Warren Hopkins for his work 
in securing this additional sound equipment. 
 
     The Council is working on continuing resolutions to establish additional committees, including 
Worship, Christian Education, Stewardship, Facilities and Maintenance, Mutual Ministry, Child Care, 
Preschool and Circles.  The Constitution indicates that all committees functioning within the church 
are to be established through continuing resolutions that define the composition of the committee and 
its roles and duties.  Please prayfully consider which of these committees, as well as Finance     
Committee you want to serve on in the coming months. 
 
     A Clean-up Day has been set for September 10th.  See ―Clean-up Day‖ article for additional de-
tails. 
 
     Other items under discussed are:  painting of sanctuary, completion of furnace installation, and   
re-keying the church property. 
 
     Council held a work-session on August 27 to discuss ways to fund expenses associated with    
pastoral interviews and transition expenses, such as moving.  Also discussed the compensation 
package to be offered the new pastor.  If you have creative ideas for providing funds for pastoral  
transition, please contact a Council member.   
 
Kathy Stuehrenberg, President 
kathy47r@comcast.net 
360-572-0682 
 
 

 

mailto:kathy47r@comcast.net
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     Congregation Clean-Up Day 

September 10th  

Starting at 9:00 AM 
 

     To prepare for the arrival of our new pastor, a clean-up day has been scheduled for           

Saturday, September 10th starting at 9:00am.  We will be cleaning the church sanctuary as 

well as our grounds that day. 

     MARK YOUR CALENDARS.  Many hands are needed to make the work go quickly.  

 

     A potluck lunch will be served.  Bring something to share.  If you are unable to work, but 

would like to provide food for the lunch, please contact Doris Senica at 360-435-3982. 

 

    If you are unable to be there on Saturday, a list of tasks to be done has been prepared and in 

posted in the narthex of the church.  Please sign up for a task that you can do or check with   

Brad Rambat regarding tasks to be completed. 

      

New Fall Worship Schedule Begins  
 

     Sunday, September 11th   
 

9:00am Education for all Ages  

10:30 Worship with Holy Communion 
      
 



Are We Ready? 
Submitted by Kathy Stuehrenberg, Council President  

 
     Anticipation is running high.  The Call Committee has received a list of names and will soon     
complete the first interviews.  Will they have a name to recommend?  Will we soon have our new   
pastor?  Those questions have been running through my mind in the last month and probably in 
yours.  BUT the bigger question that you and I should be considering is Are WE ready? 
 
     There are still many things to be done in preparation for the arrival of a new pastor.  When I get 
ready for something, I often make a checklist.  I would like to share my checklist and hope that you 
will use it in your preparation. 

 
1.  Pray daily for the Call Committee and Pastoral Candidates. 
2.  Pray daily for our congregation that we will know God's mission for us in this place. 
3.  Prayfully consider my stewardship. 
        a.  Where can I use my time to serve the mission of Our Saviour's Lutheran Church? 
        b.  Is my commitment strong to God and His plan or is it to something else? 
        c.  Can my monthly offering be increased? 
4.  Is the house clean?  (See article on Clean-up Day)  My mother taught me you should always clean 
your house when someone new is coming. 
 
     Item 3c. is an important item as there will be expenses associated with the interviews and arrival of 
the new pastor that were not included in the 2011 church budget.  Some of these expenses include 
travel for the second interviews and moving expenses for the pastor.  At this time we do not know 
what the amount will be but we do know that there will be a need for additional revenue within the 
next couple of months.  The Church Council met on August 27th to discuss ways to fund these        
expenses.  We will need your help.  Contact one of the Council members, if you have ideas on ways 
we can fund these expenses and please give prayerful consideration to an increase in your monthly 
contribution. 
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Calling for Prayer 
Submitted by Sharon Billdt, Call Committee 

 

     August is proving to be a busy month for the call committee. As well as enjoying the last bits of 
summer, the committee has been meeting two to three times a week to conduct the first interviews for 
the five pastoral candidates. There are many factors to be considered, and much material to be     
covered for each candidate. The committee will decide at the end of August who will be called for a 
second interview. This is an important and critical time in the Call Process. Please add a special   
prayer to your daily devotions; 
  
     Dear Lord, through your Holy Spirit, provide inspiration and wisdom to the call committee. Please 

grant them discernment as each pastoral candidate is considered. May they trust Your will and have 

the courage to act on it. In Jesus' name. Amen. 



Noisy Can Collection 
 

Kids will continue taking up an additional collection,   
September 11th and 25th to raise money for the        
children with HIV/AIDS and  malaria.  The kids will walk 
down the aisle shaking tin cans and   accepting coins for 
this worthy cause.  Please save your extra coins for this 
worthy cause.  Thank you…. 

          SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS  
                           Submitted by Ellen Winter 
    Contact:  360-435-8463 (home) or 425-343-9003 (cell) 
 

     Once again our summer is almost over and time for Sunday School to begin 
again. Please join us on Sunday, September 11th for Rally Day. This will be 

an opportunity to celebrate summer birthdays, have fun with your friends, meet your teachers and 
do some crafts. Sunday School begins at 9:00am - see you then. 
  
     We are again looking for Sunday School teachers. Being a Sunday School teacher is very       
rewarding and I can truthfully say that our students are wonderful and fun to be around. Even 
though you are the teacher you will learn from your students and will look forward to getting to 
know them as they grow and walk in faith. Please consider if God is calling you to be a teacher. You 
are needed! If interested, please contact Ellen Winter at  (H) 360-435-8463 or (C) 425-343-9003.  
  
     As always if anyone has any ideas for Sunday School or would like to present a program for us 
please let me know. We are always looking for ways to serve others and will be continuing to collect 
money in the "noisy cans" - many thanks to Maddie for starting this project. It's a great idea and 
very worthwhile. 
  
Hope everyone had a safe and happy summer! 
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Sunday School Rally Day 
 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, September 11th 

9:00am 

*Register for Sunday School! 

*Meet your teacher! 

*Fun crafts! 

*See your friends! 

*Celebrate summer birthdays! 
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CHILDCARE NEWS             
By Patti Horning 

 
 

  
 

 Staff and their families joined Patti at her house for an evening BBQ on July 22
nd

.  This 
is an annual event that we look forward to when we can fellowship and catch up on each other’s 
lives.  Besides the BBQ and potluck, we decided to give our Miss Beth a surprise baby shower.  
That was fun too.  The weather was very nice and we had a great time of visiting, playing games 
and relaxing. 

Summer was fun and busy but we are glad to be getting back into our school year routine.  
Staff took vacations and rested during time off.  We returned to work refreshed and ready to jump 
back in.  We hope your summer was peaceful, restful and enjoyable with family and friends.     

Grandparents’ Day is Sunday September 11
th
 this year.  Those who are blessed enough to 

have grandparents need to thank them and show them lots of love.  Those whose grandparents are 
gone need to remember them and be thankful they were in our lives and were a blessing to us.  We 
wish all the grandparents at OSLC a happy Grandparents’ Day this year.  While we are being  
thankful for our blessings, let’s remember this is the 10

th
 anniversary of 9-11 and pray for the       

families of the 9-11 victims.  God Bless America and God Bless Grandparents! 

JESUS—OVERWHELMING —YOU 

Preschool Classes Fall Registration   
Cheryl Lovgreen, Preschool Supervisor/Teacher  

(Ms. Cheryl)  
      

 
     3-day class open to children ages 3-5 years old.  Class meets on Monday, Wednesday and   
Friday from 9am—noon.  2-day class open to 3 & 4 year olds.  Class meets Tuesday and Thursday 
9am—11:30am.  All children must be toilet– trained.   
 
     Our curriculum is Christian based and promotes the child’s awareness of God’s love and             
acceptance.  Please call the church  office at 360-435-8921 for more information.   
 
     How we spend our time in class—art, chapel time, circle time, free time, music, and snack time.    
 
     Registration for Preschool—$50.00 non-refundable fee to hold a spot for your child.  Tuition for 
the Fall 2011/2012 school year will be $124.00 a month for 3-Day, and $95.00 per month for 2-Day.    
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One of the best things about heading back to 

school is the chance for a fresh start. A new year, 

new teachers, perhaps even a new school offer 

students the opportunity to try a little harder and 

do a little better than the year before.  

 

Praise God that he allows us to always start over. 

Jeremiah writes that the Lord’s mercies ―are new 

every morning‖ (Lamentations 3:23a). With God’s 

help we can begin each day with a clean slate 

and a new attitude, determined to make some 

changes for the better. 

2011 OSLC COUNCIL MEMBERS 
 

Kathy Stuehrenberg—President  
 kathy47r@comcast.net           360-572-0682 
 
Brad Rambat—Vice President         306-654-0146 
 bradrambat@yahoo.com 
 
Kathy Thordarson– Secretary     Home: 435-6810   
kthordarson@yahoo.com           Cell:  425-446-2377 
 
Jason Anderson (Member at large thru 1/2012)          
 jb_ander@hotmail.com           425-268-0612 
 
Karen Crone  (Member at Large thru 2011) 
            crone_ke@msn.com                      435-1785           
       
Mary Fox  (Member at large thru 2012)             
      mgfox@wavecable.com     360-939-2022 
         
John Billdt (Member at large thru 2013)              
                jbilldt@msn.com       425-359-8722         
 
Doris Senica (at large 2013)                      
      djsen360@comcast.net                  435-3982 
 
George Fischer Treasurer                  
      ex-officio Member of Council   
                  fischer_gp@msn.com       360-403-1562     
 
Judy Phillips  Assistant Treasurer            435-8921 
               riderscramp@yahoo.com 
  
Pastor Paul Anderson           Home: 360-610-7294 
 pastor@thelordbewithyou.org  

 

OFFICE PERSONNEL 
 
Parish Secretary - Camille McDugald      435-8921 
 office@thelordbewithyou.org 
  

Newsletter  Email:  office@thelordbewithyou.org 
 

Music Director - Laurie Breon                   435-7411 
 breon3@comcast.net 
 

Childcare Director - Bev Curtis                 435-8922 
      childcare@thelordbewithyou.org 
 

Preschool Director - Cheryl Lovgreen      435-8921 
 

Parish Sexton - Jeremy Gutierrez            435-8921 

Copyright Policy—Newsletter Newsletter  
Permission for clip-art and content purchased from            
Communication Resources or through Newsletter Newsletter 
publications may be   republished or reproduced for use within 
your own church or parish. Our church may alter the images or 
content in any way it wishes. 

 Worship Committee—September 6 
 
 Finance Committee—September 13 
 
 Childcare Meeting—September 15 
 
 Church Council—September 20  

Special Dates to Remember 
 

▪ Food Bank Sunday, September 4  
▪ Labor Day, September 5 

▪  Back to School, September 7 

▪  Church Clean-Up Day, September 10 

▪  Patriot Day, September 11 
▪  National Grandparents Day, September 11 

▪  Hispanic Heritage Month,  
       September 15–October 15   

▪ First Day of Autumn, September 23  
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Birthdays 
3 Robin Villa 
4 Steve Baylor 
5 Mike Larson 
5 Liz Moore 
5 Robert Peiffle 
6 Margaret Larson 
8 Matt Erken 
10 Andrew Baker (DeWard/Casperson Household) 

10 Stella Stuller 
12 Arlene Casperson 
17 Holly Longosky 
19 Sharon Jacobson 
19 Malena Magnusson 
20 Anna Mary Fischer 
21 Doug DeWard 
22 Bill Hoerner 
25 Kristina Longosky 
27 Finn Souji Laurin Tokizawa 
29 Karli Fitzhugh 
30 Diane Magnusson 
 
 

Wedding Anniversaries  
9 Doug & Donna DeWard  
12 Ed & Jacqui Longosky  
23 Marvin & Cheryl Lovgreen   
24 John & Carrie Parduhn  
24 Fred & Rita Vierling   
26       Jerry & Joyce Magelssen 
29 Dale & Eileen Oakes   
 
Baptismal Anniversaries 
1 Arianna McColley-Hopkins 
20 Matthew Peiffle 
26 Emily Ewell 
26 Erica Ewell 
28 Sparky Lilgreen Jr. (Mark)  
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

We are Praying for...   
 

Laurie Breon, Lana Devney, Steve Entzel,  

Frank Gonzales, Lillian Heintz,  

Mike Larson, Emily Lester, Julia Lien, Marv Lovgreen,  

Jyoti Mutschler, Dale Oakes, Lloyd Phillips,  

Kathy Kocarnik and Family  

Margit Peiffle and Family  

 those serving in uniform   

  

Church Leaders and staff  
Call Committee  

Childcare staff and children   
Summer travel  

Families struggling with sickness, and life issues    
Sick and aging parents 

Grow old gracefully 
Local & State Government 

Men and Women in uniform  
New School Year  

☺   If we missed your  
birthday, wedding or baptismal date please 

call the church office  
at 360 -435-8921  

so we can add your special day.   
Thank you.    
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Ushers and Prospective Ushers  
Joyce Magelssen and Steve Baylor, Worship Co-Chairpersons 

 

     It is time to update the schedule for the 2010-2011 Church year.  A short meeting will be held 

for volunteer ushers and prospective ushers Sunday, September 11, 2011 at 11:30am during 

coffee hour.  Bring your concerns, questions and suggestions to the table.  See you there!   

 

 

 

  Usher schedule for September thru Mid-November 2011 

September   4 Kathy & Lowell Stuehrenberg 

                   11 Steve & Liz Moore 

                   18 Brad Rambat and Don Peterson 

                   25 John & Sharon Billdt 

October        2 Ron Thordarson and Ken Casperson 

                     9 Jim Fox and Ray McClure 

                   16 Harley Robb and Dawn Cahoon 

                   23 Lilgreen Family 

                   30 Byron & Lynette Scott 

November    6 Karen Crone and Harley Robb 

                   13 George Fischer and Barbara Chamberlin 

Coffee Comments    
Submitted by Kathy Thordarson 

 
     OSLC Council has decided to further grow our ministry for   
providing food for those in need by using the proceeds from our    
coffee sales and donations.  The coffee fund now has enough     
money to give a $300.00 donation to the Arlington Food Bank                   
immediately.  When the fund reaches that level again, $300.00 will 
be donated to the Brown Bag Brigade.  OSLC members are       
actively involved with both organizations, and the community's 
need for food has    increased.  We are pleased to be able to    
contribute funds to these groups. 
 
     Your purchases of bagged coffee from the Coffee Cart, and 
your donations in the Fellowship Hall help our coffee fund 
grow.  Thank you for your support! 

Matthew 25:35  NRSV 
For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to 
drink, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you    
welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of 
me, I was in prison and you visited me.   



WELCA 
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It soon will be fall and the WELCA bible study once again will resume. 

Please join us for a time of prayer, fellowship;  
all women are welcome, invite a friend,  

 
Phoebe Circle will meet the second Wednesday, September 14

th
  

10:00am - 12:00pm  
in the Conference Room in the fellowship hall.   

All welcome, and bring your friends.   Hope to see you there!   
 

This first study is titled: To Follow and To Serve: The Gospel of Mark 
               Session 1: Jesus of Nazareth 

You can access this study online through www.welca.org 

   You can also access this study through a subscription 
 to the WELCA magazine 

 now called Gather: 1-800-328-4648 
  Subscriptions Order Center  

Box 1553 
Minneapolis,Mn 55440-8730 

Or Online: subscriptions@augsburgfortress.org 

Mission Circle  
Submitted by Geri Elefson 

 

Mission projects—donations are being accepted for school kits, personal care kits and   
baby care kits!  Lutheran World Relief (LWR) has set new guidelines for items which are to be 
included in the kits.    A ―sample‖ of each kit is on display near the entrance to the church. You 
will find a complete itemized list, for each kit, near the kits.    
 
Baby Care Kits: contact Sally— 435-9392 
Personal Care Kits:  contact Sally Shinstrom - 435-9392 or Sue Andersson—435-2337  
School Kits:  contact Julia Lien—435-3898 or Geri Elefson—435-2424  
 
Mission Circle will continue to make quilts...guidelines are the same: tops are approx.            
60‖ x 80‖, backs are approx. 64‖ x 84‖. 
 
HELP is requested in sewing the new style school bags; a ―ready-to-sew‖ bag can be picked up 
today.  Contact Donna DeWard for further details, 435-4350. 
 

http://www.welca.org/
mailto:subscriptions@augsburgfortress.org


September 2011   
SUNDAY  MONDAY  TUESDAY  WEDNESDAY  THURSDAY  FRIDAY  SATURDAY  

    1 
 
 
4p Brown Bag 

2 
Pastor’s   
Sabbath 

3 

4 
10a Worship   
11a Coffee/ 
Fellowship  
 

5 Labor Day 
 
 
 
Office & Childcare  
         Closed  
7p Boy Scout 92 

6 
 
 
 
6p Worship     
      Committee   
7p NA  

7   School Starts  
9:30a CC Chapel 
 
 

8  
2-Day Preschool  
        Orientation 
 
4p Brown Bag 
5p Choir  
6p Basketball 

9 
3-Day Preschool   
       Orientation 
 
Pastor’s   
Sabbath 
 

10 
 
9a             
Congregation 
Clean-Up Day 
& Potluck 

11 
RALLY SUNDAY 

9a Education   
10:30a Worship   
11:30a Coffee/  
Fellowship  
Noisy Can  
   Collection 

12 
3-Day Preschool    
1st Day School  
 
9a Mission Circle 
 
 
7p Boy Scout 92 

13 
2-Day Preschool   
1st Day School 
 
9a Mission Circle 
7p Finance  
     Committee    
7p NA 

14 
9:30a CC Chapel 
 
10a WELCA 

15 
 
 
 
4p Brown Bag 
5p Choir  
6p Basketball 
7p Childcare Mtg.  

16 
Pastor’s   
Sabbath 
 

17 
Basketball 
40+ 
 
4p  
Scrapbooking 
Childcare Ctr.  
 

18 
9a Education 
10:30a Worship   
11:30a Coffee/  
Fellowship  
Adult Education 

19 
 
 
 
7p Boy Scout 92    

20 
 
7p Council Mtg.  
 
 
7p NA 

21 
9:30a CC Chapel 
 
 
 
 

22 
Newsletter  
Deadline  
4p Brown Bag 
5p Choir  
6p Basketball 

23 
Pastor’s   
Sabbath 

24 
Basketball 
40+ 
 
 

25 
9a Education 
10:30a Worship   
11:30a Coffee/  
Fellowship  
Adult Education 
Noisy Can  
   Collection 

26 
 
 
 
 
7p Boy Scout 92 

27 
 
 
 
 
7p NA 
 

28 
9:30a CC Chapel 
 
 
 

29 
 
 
4p Brown Bag 
5p Choir  
6p Basketball 

30 
 
Pastor’s   
Sabbath 

October 1  

                           Hands Together 
Serving the homeless and low-income of Arlington 

Meeting Thursday, September 8th at 6:30pm at Haggen Market Street 
 

Hands Together sponsors the Brown Bag Brigade, providing nutritious 
sack lunches to patrons of the Arlington Food Bank every Friday, and the 
Emergency Cold-Weather Shelter. More volunteers are always needed. 

Come to the meeting to learn more. 

9:00AM EDUCATION FOR ALL AGES BEGINS SEPTEMBER 11TH  

Scrapbooking at Our Saviour’s Lutheran Childcare Center 
 

Sponsored by OSL Childcare   
Date:  Saturday, September 17th 

Time:  4:00pm—Midnight 
Location:  Fellowship Hall/Gym 

Suggested Donation:  $10.00 
 

Proceeds go towards Childcare Classroom Supplies and Equipment 
Reserve your spot by September 9th 

Please call 435-8922  
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   We are praying for...  

              OSLC 

 

NEW FALL SUNDAY SCHEDULE BEGINS  

SEPTEMBER 11TH  
 

    SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE  

9:00 A.M.  EDUCATION FOR ALL AGES 
      10:30 A.M. WORSHIP WITH COMMUNION 

COFFEE/FELLOWSHIP TO FOLLOW WORSHIP   


